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PURPOSE
1.1 The Distribution Connection and Use of System Agreement (DCUSA) is a multi-party contract between electricity Distributors, electricity Suppliers and large Generators. Parties to the DCUSA can raise Change Proposals (CPs) to amend the Agreement with the consent of other Parties and (where applicable) the Authority.

1.2 This document is a consultation issued to all DCUSA Parties, interested third parties, and the Authority in accordance with Clause 11.14 of the DCUSA seeking industry views on DCP 235 ‘Provision of Service Termination Equipment Information’. 
1.3 Parties are invited to consider the proposed legal drafting set out in Attachment 2 to this document and submit comments using the response form provided as Attachment 1 to DCUSA@electralink.co.uk by Friday, 05 June 2015. 
2 BACKGROUND
2.1 Ofgem has encouraged network operators to recover more information about their meter assets cut-out to aid the installation of smart meters in the smart meter roll-out. The Master Registration Agreement (MRA) Issues Resolution Expert Group (IREG) SPF0084 change sets out a new dataflow and proposes amendment to other data flows to allow for the Suppliers MoP’s to provide further information to DNOs on their meter assets.
2.2 This CP was raised to introduce further obligations on the provision of information between Parties under DCUSA which will  be developed in parallel with the SPF0084 change. 
2.3 Furthermore both the IREG and the DCUSA Standing Issues Group (SIG) (under DCUSA Issue Form 046
) discussed the outcome of the RMISSE
 court case which highlighted concerns over liability due to acts or omissions which might lead to elevated fire risk at the service termination. The group considered that improved solutions (such as improved information on the DNOs meter assets) would be required to enable the DNO to discharge its statutory and licence duties to replace and maintain its systems in a safe manner.  It has also been proposed that this change may address the concerns raised by the RMISSE court case.
3 DCP 235 ‘PROVISION OF SERVICE TERMINATION EQUIPMENT INFORMATION’
3.1 DCP 235 has been raised by Western Power Distribution to introduce an obligation on Suppliers to procure their Meter Operator Agents to provide service termination equipment information to Distributors, unless the Distributor has already informed the Meter Operator Agent that the information is not required.

3.2 This CP proposes to  introduce two new obligations as set out below:
· One obligation will be placed on Suppliers to ensure that their Meter Operator Agents send information to the Distribution Business using a new DTC flow D0xxx. The DTC flow acts as Attachment 3.  

· A second obligation will be placed on Distributors to inform Users’ appointed Meter Operator Agents via an amended D0215 DTC flow, on receipt of a D0170 DTC flow from a Meter Operator Agent, that the Distributor already holds the required information and that it does not need to be collected.

4 WORKING GROUP ASSESSMENT

4.1 The DCUSA Panel has established a DCP 235 Working Group which consists of DNO, Supplier and Ofgem representatives. 
4.2 The Working Group considered the items being discussed under the IREG that would impact upon this change:

Service Termination Equipment Reporting Items
4.3 Details of the service termination equipment information that should be collected and the mechanism for the transfer of data have been discussed and agreed via the MRA IREG process. This has led to the development of new DTC flow D0XXX which acts as Attachment 3.  There will also be a change to DTC flow D0215 to add a new “Service Termination Equipment Details Not Required” flag to the flow.
4.4 An example of a new service termination equipment information item is Category C defects. Category C defects will no longer exist and instead they will be added as new service termination equipment information reporting items. The references to Category C defects have been amended as set out in the draft legal text in Attachment 2.
4.5 Further minor consequential changes to the data flows are required under BSCP514 & BSCP515 through the amendment of footnotes, on pages 22 and 9 of BSCP514 & BSCP515 respectively that restrict use of D0170 to MPANS first registered after 6th November 2008.
 Extension of the Inspection Period For Smart Meters
IREG is set to review the inspection of smart meters by Suppliers every two years. The current review impacts upon the processes for collection and distribution of Service Termination Equipment Information to be introduced in to DCUSA. It is proposed that the collation of information by MoPs and Distributors about the meter cut-out will extend the inspection period required.

5 ASSESSMENT AGAINST THE DCUSA OBJECTIVES

5.1 The Working Group reviewed the CP against the DCUSA Objectives and  agree that DCP 235 better facilities DCUSA General Objective 1 by improving network asset information which will allow distribution businesses to better assess the need for asset maintenance and replacement and target resources where they are needed most.
DCUSA General Objective One - The development, maintenance and operation by the DNO Parties and IDNO Parties of efficient, co-ordinated, and economical Distribution Networks.

6 LEGAL DRAFTING

6.1 It is proposed to add two new obligations to DCUSA Section 2A Clause 30 and amend the transactional charges at DCUSA Section 2A Clause 19.2.4. 
Please refer to the proposed legal text in Attachment 2.
7 IMPLEMENTATION
7.1 The proposed implementation date for DCP 235 is the November 2015. 
8 CONSULTATION
8.1 The Working Group is seeking views on the below questions: 
1. Do you understand the intent of the DCP 235?
2. Are you supportive of the principles of the DCP 235?
3. Do you have any comments on the proposed legal text?

4. Which DCUSA General Objectives does the CP better facilitate? Please provide supporting comments.

1.     
The development, maintenance and operation by each of the DNO Parties and IDNO Parties of an efficient, co-ordinated, and economical Distribution System.

2.    
 The facilitation of effective competition in the generation and supply of electricity and (so far as is consistent with that) the promotion of such competition in the sale, distribution and purchase of electricity. 

3.     
 The efficient discharge by each of the DNO Parties and IDNO Parties of the obligations imposed upon them by their Distribution Licences.

4.    
 The promotion of efficiency in the implementation and administration of this Agreement and the arrangements under it.

5.   
 compliance with the Regulation on Cross-Border Exchange in Electricity and any relevant legally binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators.
5. Which DCUSA Charging Objectives does the CP better facilitate? Please provide supporting comments.

1. that compliance by each DNO Party with the Charging Methodologies facilitates the discharge by the DNO Party of the obligations imposed on it under the Act and by its Distribution Licence.

2. that compliance by each DNO Party with the Charging Methodologies facilitates competition in the generation and supply of electricity and will not restrict, distort, or prevent competition in the transmission or distribution of electricity or in participation in the operation of an Interconnector (as defined in the Distribution Licences).

3. that compliance by each DNO Party with the Charging Methodologies results in charges which, so far as is reasonably practicable after taking account of implementation costs, reflect the costs incurred, or reasonably expected to be incurred, by the DNO Party in its Distribution Business.

4. that, so far as is consistent with Clauses 3.2.1 to 3.2.3, the Charging Methodologies, so far as is reasonably practicable, properly take account of developments in each DNO Party’s Distribution Business.

5. that compliance by each DNO Party with the Charging Methodologies facilitates compliance with the Regulation on Cross-Border Exchange in Electricity and any relevant legally binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators.

6. Are you aware of any wider industry developments that may impact upon or be impacted by this CP? 

7. Do you have a preference on the date that DCP 235 is implemented into the DCUSA? 

8. Are there any alternative solutions or matters that should be considered by the Working Group?

8.2 Responses should be submitted using Attachment 1 to DCUSA@electralink.co.uk no later than Friday, 05 June 2015.
8.3 Responses, or any part thereof, can be provided in confidence. Parties are asked to clearly indicate any parts of a response that are to be treated confidentially.
9 NEXT STEPS

9.1 Responses to the Consultation will be reviewed by the DCP 235 Working Group. The Working Group will then determine the progression route for the CP. 
9.2 If you have any questions about this paper or the DCUSA Change Process please contact the DCUSA Help Desk by email to DCUSA@electralink.co.uk or telephone 020 7432 3017.
10 ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – DCP 235 Response form
Attachment 2 – DCP 235 Draft Legal Text
Attachment 3 – MRA IREG New Data Transfer Catalogue (DTC) Data flow

Attachment 4 – DCP 235 Change Proposal
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� DIF 046 ‘Provision of Service Termination Equipment Information to Distributors’


� The High Court Decision Dated 17th September 2012 on case No.s: Ht-10-95, Ht-10-210, , Ht-10-427 And Ht-11-163 In Respect Of "Repair, Installation, Maintenance And Inspection Of Supply Side Equipment", Neutral Citation Number: [2012] EWHC 2541 (TCC)








�The information located here is taken from the CP form and discussions at the DCUSA SIG


�This section will be updated based on Working Group discussions at the first meeting.


�Does the Working Group agree with the below statement taken from the CP form? Would the Working Group prefer to not state which Objectives are better met by this CP as they view this content to be leading and prefer for the respondents to provide their opinion.


�Taken from n the CP form and the transactional charge comment from discussions at the DCUSA SIG.
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