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DCUSA DCP 038 Consultation Responses – Collated Comments
	Q6: How many de-energisation/re-energisation jobs do you need to have done in a typical year?



	Ten or more

	15-20 consumer unit changes in a year.

	Around 10

	10

	60

	We do not have precise figures for this activity however a sample for one month shows we arranged to fit 300 isolator switches for domestic customers.

	20

	50

	10-15 existing process

	500

	This would vary from member to member and the area involved, but could

be as high as 1,000No. or more per year for some members.

	40% of the planned work undertaken by our electrical contracting operation requires a de-energisation and re-energisation. 

In addition a significant % of the emergency “unplanned” maintenance activity. 

Where the electrical installation is carried out as a consequence of other work, i.e. central heating installation activity, the requirement is a small %. However the issues this causes are a significant problem. 



	As a MOP, none, other than short term de-energise/energise to undertake metering work

	As a meter operator we do not need to have energisation status changes carried out on our behalf.



	No historical information available for us to report on.

	50+

	3-4,000

	MeterPlus processed around 11,000 requests for de-energisation /re-energisation in 2008, with this figure including requests for the installation of isolater switches that were received from suppliers.  

	HSE has no figures reported to it concerning questions 6, 7 and 8 – there is no statutory requirement to do so. However, we are led to believe, from the representations made by the electrical contracting industry, that the number of such jobs is very large. Further it is known that there are electricians who will work live, i.e without pulling the fuse and there are others who may pull the fuse but be unable to recognize a dangerous cutout fuse. Consequently the risks being faced in such conditions (either from working live by not pulling the fuse or by being not competent to pull the fuse and failing to recognize a potentially dangerous situation) are not being properly managed by the relevant dutyholders. It is worth remembering the Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (regulation 11) places a duty on all dutyholders to co-operate and co-ordinate their activities to reduce /manage the risks arising from their undertakings. Whilst the electrician may appear to e the sole dutyholder in such work this is not the case as the owner of the equipment (cut out fuse, meter etc) also have duties in terms of safe working practices. This is entirely appropriate to the situation covered by this consultation document. 



	5

	No answer possible from MOP. To be answered by Electrical Contractor.

	30

	50-100

	40

	144, 000 based on 2 per month per member

	

	NICEIC as a DCLG approved Competent Person Scheme Operator provides facilities for registered electricians to notify electrical work in compliance with the Building Regulations. From our data bases we can confirm that we have processed the following numbers of notifications where it would be reasonable to have expected the temporary disconnection of the service supply to facilitate safe working:

Jan 08 - Dec 08…336,012

Jan 09 – Mar 09…84,297

These relate to rewires or consumer unit changes in domestic dwellings completed by NICEIC Registered electrical enterprises.



	MeterPlus processed around 11,000 requests for de-energisation /re-energisation in 2008, with this figure including requests for the installation of isolater switches that were received from suppliers.  

	Generally about 50 but on a recent local authority project we replaced a consumer unit each day for 400 days (2 years)



	Supplier - We requested 39 de-energisation / re-energisation and 211 isolator switches between Jan-Mar 09.  These figures are for existing customers and do not include de-energisation before disconnection or new connection energisation changes

	Approx 50 sites.

	Third party specific
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