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DCUSA DCP 038 Consultation Responses – Collated Comments
	Q33: What impact might changes have on other electricity industry codes?

 

 

	Don’t think it will make a huge impact.  We all only want to get the job done.

	None

	We would need to ensure minimum standards are met to ensure

· The supplier is able to maintain the correct energisation status of any given installation

· Equipment would need to be resealed properly as any signs of missing seals we may assume the customer has been tampering

· Suppliers would need to be informed of any activity carried by suitably qualified staff or electricians on installations registered to them



	This would require a robust analysis of all other industry codes and would be dependent upon the proposal.

	It would clear up a very grey and abused area.

	Very little

	None

	No impact on BS7671 – requirements for electrical installations

	Minimum impact to the electrical installation regulations and standards. Increase assessment burden on the registration bodies. 



	If others are given the right to break metering seals, then the MOP can no longer be held responsible for the accuracy of the metering or for the safety of the connected installation as under the ESQC regs where we often act on behalf of the Distributor.

	Allowing Electricians to break seals to remove fuses could have impacts on settlement if these works are not carried out properly. We would strongly be against such work being carried out as we believe the MOP is the correct route for all these works as there is a proper audit trail for all works that are carried out by competent persons.



	The approach identified in 31 would not have a significant impact on industry codes



	No impact on BS 7671 – Requirements for Electrical Installations

	

	Depending on the chosen solution there is definitely a potential for this DCUSA change to impact the Balancing and Settlement Code (BSC) and/or its procedures.  The main areas of potential impact would appear to be as follows.

Obligation on Registrants to Seal Metering Equipment

Section L3.8 of the Balancing and Settlement Code (BSC) requires Registrants to “procure that the Metering Equipment shall be sealed in accordance with the relevant Code of Practice and, if applicable, the Act”.

The BSC Codes of Practice require that SVA Metering Equipment is “sealed in accordance with Appendix 8 and 9 of the Meter Operator Code of Practice Agreement”.  The intention is that all points of access to the unmetered supply (distribution side of the Meter) must be sealed to prevent unauthorised access by un qualified persons.

In relation to the CoPs the cut out is described as Metering Equipment which requires the application of a Settlement seal. It is expected that such seals will be put in place by either a qualified Meter Operator Agent during routine work or the Distribution System Operator in the event of emergency work on site. The Registration Authority of the MOCOPA (currently Gemserv) maintains a list of sealing plier IDs for this purpose which Settlement is dependant on as an authoritative list of approved seals.

If the DCUSA is changed to allow electricians to break seals to conduct works at customer premises, there will need to be sufficient safeguards to protect the integrity of settlement.  Depending on the detail of the solution, changes may be required to Section L of the BSC and/or the Codes of Practice.

Requirement to Register Energisation Status

Section K of the BSC (and the associated BSC Requirements in Schedule 6 of the MRA) requires Suppliers to notify to SMRA any change to the Energisation Status of a Metering System.

Any solution that allowed electricians to make permanent changes to the Energisation Status of a Metering System (e.g. energising a new connection) would need to include safeguards and processes to ensure that the Supplier was notified of the change, and could register it for settlement purposes.



	Amendments to the DCUSA, Distribution Code and individual DSRs.



	This consultation exercise is being undertaken to identify the current de-energisation/re-energisation practices that take place throughout the industry, and to identify whether these processes require amending in order to deliver improvements. Until this work is completed it is not possible to detail what consequential changes on other electricity codes may be required.

	No impact on BS7671 or related codes of practice.

	This consultation exercise is being undertaken to identify the current de-energisation/re-energisation practices that take place throughout the industry, and to identify whether these processes require amending in order to deliver improvements. Until this work is completed it is not possible to detail what consequential changes on other electricity codes may be required.

	What codes?

	Changes to this process may impact on P196 (Long Term Vacants process). If independent parties were given additional powers to change the Energisation Status of a without the knowledge of the appointed supplier or their agent. For example where a site has not been re-energised correctly this could impact the accuracy of the site’s consumption pattern.



	Third Party Specific

	It may impact on the BSC.  Energisation & De-energisation are processes that are defined in the BSCPs and there is therefore an expectation that only qualified MOAs, or LDSOs, will perform them. The BSC auditors check that we notify other participants within prescribed timescales when we change energisation status.  If a BSC change relaxing the requirements is raised then this may be of benefit.  



