
 

 

  

Distribution Charging Methodologies Development Group (DCMDG) - 
Meeting 46 

15 December 2021 at 10:00  

Teleconference via Microsoft Teams   

Attendees                                               Company  

Ahna Taylor [AT] SSE 

Alan Fradley [AF] SSE 

Andy Pace [AP] Energy Potential 

Andrew Neves [AN] Engage Consulting 

Chris Barker [CB] ENWL 

Chris Berry [CBe] Inenco 

Chris Ong [CO] UK Power Networks 

Claire Campbell [CC] SPEN 

Dafydd Burton [DB] Ofgem 

David Fewings [DF] Inenco 

Deborah MacPherson [DMP] Scottish Power 

Donald Preston [DP] SSEN 

Edda Dirks [ED] SSE Generation  

Kara Burke [KB] NPg 

Lee Stone [LS] EON 

Lee Wells [LW] NPg 

Mark Jones [MJo] SSE 

Matthew Patrick [MP] Ofgem 

Paul Farmer [PF] Shell Energy 

Peter Tubey [PT] Scottish Power 

Rustam Majainah [RM] OVO 

Ryan Roberts [RR] Energy Potential  

Shannon Murray [SM] Ofgem 

Tom Faulkner [TF] Cornwall Insight 

Tony Collings [TCo] Ecotricity 

Virginia Patey [VP] St. Clements 

Secretariat   

Angelo Fitzhenry [AF] (Chair) ElectraLink 

Mel Kendal [MK] (Technical Secretariat) ElectraLink 

 

 

 



 

 

  

1. Administration 

1.1 The Chair welcomed the DCMDG attendees to the meeting.  

1.2 The Group reviewed the DCUSA “Competition Law Guidance” and agreed to be bound by this 

for the duration of the meeting. 

1.3 Attendees reviewed the draft minutes from the last meeting, held on 18 November 2021 and 

agreed they were an accurate reflection of the discussions held.  

1.4 Attendees were informed of the Actions Log progress and the group noted the updates. All 

updates can be found as Attachment 1.  

2. DCMDG Forward Work Plan and Issues Log 

2.1 The group reviewed the DCMDG Forward Work Plan and Issues Log - the current version can be 

found as Attachment 2.  

2.2 The Chair confirmed that there were no new issues. 

2.3 The Chair gave a brief overview on the DCUSA Charging Methodology Change Proposals and 

External Activities within the Forward Work Plan.  

2.4 DCUSA Charging Change Proposals 

2.5 One member queried whether DCP 389 ‘TCR – Clarification on Exceptional Circumstances and 

Allocation Review for ‘New’ Sites’ could be internally prioritised over the other CPs that are in 

progress if resource is limited. The Chair stated that all CPs in progress are treated with the 

same level of prioritisation (unless raised as an Urgent CP), however has made note that the 

group would like to see this specific CP progressed as soon as possible. 

3. Ofgem Update 

3.1 The Chair introduced SM, MP and DB as the Ofgem representatives attending this meeting. 

3.2 SM noted that there was no general Ofgem update for this meeting, however, DB has attended 

the meeting to provide an update on the DUoS elements of the current Access & Forward 

Looking Charges SCR. 

3.3 DB stated that the Consultation on moving DUoS forward as a separate SCR has now closed. The 

responses to the Consultation have been received and Ofgem will be issuing their decision 

shortly (expected mid/late January 2022).  

3.4 An updated minded-to decision on the Access & Forward Looking Charges SCR is also expected 

mid/late January 2022 alongside the decision on creating a separate DUoS SCR. An additional 

short Consultation is likely with respect to the updated minded-to decision on the Access & 

Forward Looking Charges SCR. 

3.5 One member queried whether the next steps regarding the DUoS decision could include lessons 

learned from the Access & Forward Looking Charges SCR to ensure that the new proposed DUoS 



 

 

  

SCR does not overloaded industry resources and capability to deliver to planned timescales – 

DB was thankful for this feedback and confirmed this will be considered as part of the DUoS SCR 

decision. 

4. TCR Implementation Update 

4.1 The Chair asked the DCMDG if they had any questions, comments, or issues with the TCR 

implementation.  

4.2 CC informed the group that they are still awaiting TCR certificates from their EDCM Customers. 

As stated previously last month, communications regarding this have now been sent to the 

relevant people and stated that if these are not received by the end of November 2021, the 

relative EDCM Customers will be included as final demand. 

4.3 CC also reminded the group that the original deadline (as per DCUSA) for this was July 2021 and 

was then extended on a voluntary/goodwill basis to November 2021. 

5. Last Resort Supply Payment Claim (LRSP) Process 

5.1 The Chair presented the Last Resort Supply Payment Claim (LRSP) letter from Ofgem to the 

group for discussion.  

5.2 LW informed the group that the recent update issued by Ofgem states that DNOs will be given 

derogations to cover the costs in 2022/23 and will be republishing 2022/23 charges to recover 

a high amount of costs to be claimed by Suppliers. 

5.3 The deadline currently for Suppliers to make their claims is 31 December 2021 for 2022/23. The 

new rates will be published by 20 February 2022 (providing the derogations are received) in 

time for the April 2022 price-cap.  

5.4 It was confirmed that all Suppliers now have all of the information needed to make their claims.  

5.5 One member wanted to confirm that when the 2022/23 charges are republished, it will just be 

the fixed-charge for the Domestic tariff – it was confirmed that this is the case.   

6. Agenda Items for the Next Meeting 

6.1 The below items were requested to discuss at the next DCMDG meeting:  

• 2022/23 Duos Charges for SoLR Update 

7. Any Other Business (AOB) 

7.1 The Chair asked the group if there were any other items of business to be raised. 

7.2 Draft Change Proposal – TCR Application of Residual Charges 

7.3 AP presented the draft CP around TCR Application of Residual Charges to the group for further 

discussion. 



 

 

  

7.4 AP explained that the intent of this CP is to ensure backup connections do not pay the DUoS 

residual charge when it is already being paid for on another connection that relates to the same 

capacity.  

7.5 It has been suggested that this CP is treated the as an urgent change and legal text has already 

been drafted (further amendments will be needed via a Working Group). 

7.6 AP proposes that the definition of a non-final demand site is extended to include redundant 

capacity.  

7.7 The aim is to take this draft CP to the DCUSA Panel as soon as practicable.  AP requested if a 

DCUSA Party present would be willing to be the Proposer. Members were also asked to contact 

either the Secretariat (DCUSA@electralink.co.uk) or Andy Pace directly (andy@energy-

potential.com) with any feedback on the draft CP given it was only circulated a day before the 

meeting with limited time to review before the meeting. 

7.8 Whilst the group agreed with the intent of the CP, concerns were raised around defining this 

scenario as non-final demand as it is believed that these are two separate scenarios and 

unintended consequences could arise if they are considered one and the same.  

7.9 Another member stated that although they may not be the same scenarios, it would not be 

efficient to create multiple tariffs that are almost a duplication. It was suggested that the most 

efficient way would be to create a specific subset of non-final demand for this particular 

scenario.  

7.10 One member asked whether legal advice on this change can be sought early on (prior to the 

initial Working Group) – although outside of the usual process, the Chair confirmed that early 

legal advice can be sought if deemed necessary and approved by the DCUSA Panel.  

Action 
DCMDG_46/01: 

The Secretariat to seek DCUSA Panel approval for early legal advice for the 
draft Change Proposal around TCR Application of Residual Charges prior to a 
Working Group being created.  

7.11 Members queried what would happen in the scenario where the main connection of the private 

network is at transmission level, but the back-up connection is at distribution level – AP believes 

that in this scenario, they would still have to pay the fixed charge at distribution (as the class is 

not mutually exclusive between connections from a DNO perspective).  

7.12 Based on discussions held, one member asked for confirmation that this CP will be based on 

distribution connections, and if these sites taking connections at different voltage levels, then 

this would need to be captured as part of this mod – AP confirmed this is correct and agreed 

that this would need to be captured. 

7.13 The group agreed that the term ‘mutually exclusive’ will need defining within the CP and can be 

discussed within the Working Group.  

7.14 BSC Mod – P432 
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7.15 LW informed the group that a recent BSC Mod (P432) has been raised to facilitate moving CT 

advanced meters to HHS by October 2023. There are approximately 50k of these that will move 

into site-specific DUoS charging. 

7.16 LW stated that any DNO comments or input around this would be greatly appreciated.  

7.17 There were no further items of business raised. 

8. Date of Next Meeting 

8.1 The next DCMDG meeting will be held on 20 January 2022 via Microsoft Teams/Teleconference 

at 10am. 

9. DNO Operational Matters 

9.1 There were no DNO Operational Matters raised at this meeting. 

10. Attachments 

• Attachment 1 - DCMDG Actions Log 

• Attachment 2 - DCMDG Forward Work Plan and Issues Log 


